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The Ralston Water System

The village of Ralston, by no
means a leader in commu-
nity infrastructure, did for
many years have a feature in
common with much larger
communities—a public wa-
ter system. Edwin Thomp-
son, a longtime Ralston resi-
dent, relates that the spring
feeding the system was de-
veloped originally to serve
the John Ralston manor
house.  Since the manor
house also has a six foot di-
ameter hand dug well, it is
not clear if the spring water
was piped to the manor
house for drinking purposes
or if it was used primarily
for food refrigeration.

When Ed moved into the
manor house in the mid-
1950s there was a long
trough in the basement floor
which at one time received a
continuing flow of cold
spring water.  Perishable
foods were placed in crocks
sitting in the trough for re-
frigeration. A shallow basin
on the manor house grounds
was also connected to the
spring, Ed believes, for ice
making in the winter.

The location of the spring on
the hillside near the Ralston
Curve on Route 24 made
gravity flow of the water to
the manor house and ulti-
mately the village possible.
At some time, perhaps in the
mid-nineteenth century, the

spring water was piped to a !

fulling mill in a building on
what is now the Southwest
corner of Route 24 and Roxiti-
cus Road. The fulling (or
shrinking) of woolen cloth re-
quired large quantities of clean
water and the perpetually
flowing spring offered an am-
ple supply. Over the years, the
few residents in the village
connected their homes to the
line leading to the fulling mill
resulting in a community wa-
ter system.

While the water quality was
excellent, the spring did sup-
port a thriving colony of sala-
manders. Water users were
forced to tolerate the appear-
ance of an occasional salaman-
der that had traversed the dis-
tribution pipes from the spring
to emerge in the unfamiliar
environs of a housewife’s wa-
ter bucket or sink.

The abundant flow from the
spring was, in general, ade-
quate for the modest needs of
the small community. “But,”
Ed said, “there were disputes
and at least one lawsuit over
the use of the water.” In the
early 1900s, the land on the
Southeast corner of Rt. 24 and
Roxiticas Road was occupied
by a nursery devoted to grow-
ing roses. Mrs. Maria DeMott,
owner of the manor house at
the time sued the nursery
owner (unsuccessfully) to re-
strain  (continued on page 2)
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An early sketch of the Ralston Manor House shows the mill pon

on the left and a barely visible fountain in front of the house
which was still flowing unitil a few years ago.

FLAX—From Seed to Shirts

Flax, one of the earliest culti-
vated crops and one of the first
European plants cultivated in
America is the subject of this
year’s display at the Ralston
General Store.

“Flax” which means to plait or
braid to make baskets, was
widely used in the Ralston
area in the 1800s. More than
10,000 years ago, the entire
green stalk was used for mak-
ing baskets, much like rye
straw baskets today. Over
winter, the stalks would rot
and the long fibers that kept

the plant upright would be
freed from the stalk and could
be easily twisted between the
fingers into a sewing thread for
hides.

Following the invention of a
basic loom, the lines of thread
(or linen) were woven into
linen cloth. It was not until the
invention of the cotton gin, as
well as spinning jennies and
power looms, that machine
produced cotton replaced the
home production of linen.

The Museum display opens
Memorial Weekend in May.







